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Abstract
A lidar survey of the western part of the Kara Sea was carried out in September 2022. The shipborne radiometric 

(profiling) lidar PLD-1 was used. The lidar optical unit was located on the 8th deck of the R/V ‘Akademik Mstislav 
Keldysh’ at an altitude of 15 m above the water surface. Lidar sounding was carried out at stations and underway. The ves-
sel route passed through water areas characterized by a wide range of changes in hydrooptical characteristics. Lidar mea-
surements were accompanied by synchronized measurements of hydrooptical and hydrological characteristics. These 
measurements were carried out using submersible instruments at stations and using a flow-through measuring complex 
along the ship's route. The hydrooptical characteristics vertical distribution uniformity in the upper ten-meter layer was 
controlled remotely using underway lidar data. Good agreement between the spatial distributions of the lidar echo signals 
parameters, of the hydrooptical and of the hydrological characteristics (coincidence of the locations of various distribu-
tion features, local maxima, minima and frontal zones) was demonstrated. A large volume of measurement data has been 
obtained, which allows for further statistical processing in order to find relationships between the parameters of lidar echo 
signals and hydrooptical characteristics recorded by contact methods.
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Аннотация
Выполнена лидарная съемка западной части Карского моря. Съемка проводилась в сентябре 2022 г. Исполь-

зован судовой радиометрический (профилирующий) лидар ПЛД-1. Оптический блок лидара располагался на 
8-й палубе НИС «Академик Мстислав Келдыш» на высоте 15 м над поверхностью воды. Лидарное зондирование 
проводилось на станциях и на ходу судна. Маршрут судна проходил через акватории, характеризующиеся широ-
ким диапазоном изменений гидрооптических характеристик. Лидарные измерения сопровождались комплек-
сом сопутствующих измерений гидрооптических и гидрологических характеристик. Сопутствующие измерения 
выполнялись на станциях с использованием погружаемых приборов, а также на ходу судна с помощью проточ-
ного измерительного комплекса. Однородность вертикального распределения гидрооптических характеристик  
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на ходу судна в верхнем десятиметровом слое контролировалась дистанционным методом по лидарным данным. 
Продемонстрировано хорошее согласие пространственных распределений параметров лидарных эхо-сигналов, 
гидрооптических и гидрологических характеристик (совпадение пространственных положений различных осо-
бенностей распределения, локальных максимумов, минимумов и фронтальных зон). Получен большой объем 
данных измерений, позволяющих в  дальнейшем провести их статистическую обработку с  целью нахождения 
связей между параметрами лидарных эхо-сигналов и гидрооптическими характеристиками, зарегистрирован-
ными контактными методами.

Ключевые слова: морской лидар, гидрооптические характеристики, лидарная съемка, фронтальные зоны, Кар-
ское море

1. Introduction

The lidar remote sensing capabilities for study of seawater near-surface layers have been demonstrated in 
a number of works [1–5]. The advantage of using shipborne and airborne marine lidars is the remote registra-
tion of the near-surface layer hydrooptical characteristics [5–8]. In order to obtain hydrooptical characteristics 
from radiometric lidar data, we usually assume the vertical distribution of the studied layer is uniform. In recent 
years, researchers have developed methods to determine the vertical distributions of hydrooptical character-
istics even in the presence of stratification. For this purpose, high spectral resolution lidars (HSRL) are used, 
which combine registration of the temporal and spectral dependences of the echo signal [9, 10].

The methods used to obtain information about hydrooptical characteristics from lidar data depend on the 
specific lidar characteristics and the sensing geometry in each case [7, 11]. There is no universal algorithm for 
recalculating the parameters of registered lidar echo signals. This necessitates the need to carry out measure-
ments with specific lidars in certain water areas. A corresponding region for conducting such studies is the 
Kara Sea, which is characterized by high spatial variability of hydrooptical characteristics in a wide range of 
their values [12–14]. The advantage of shipborne lidar survey is the ability to carry out underway without the 
use of submersible devices, as well as the capability to carry out synchronous accompanying measurements of 
hydrooptical and hydrological characteristics.

This paper presents the results of lidar measurements conducted both at stations and along the ship's route. 
The study compares the spatial distributions of lidar echo signal parameters with the corresponding distributions 
of hydrooptical and hydrological characteristics obtained during synchronous accompanying measurements.

2. Materials and methods

2.1. Description of the equipment

The shipborne polarization lidar PLD-1 (developed at the Shirshov Institute of Oceanology RAS [15]) was 
used to carry out the research. Its operating wavelength is 532 nm, the probing pulse duration is 7 ns (FWHM), 
the energy of the probing pulse is 20 mJ, the field of view angle of the receiving optical system is 0.9 degrees 
(15.5 mrad), input lens diameter is 63 mm. A LeCroy HDO4034 digital four-channel oscilloscope was used to 
digitize and record lidar echo signals. The sampling rate is 2.5 GHz, the dynamic range is 14 bits. The PLD-1 
has two receiving channels designed for recording co- and cross-polarized components of the lidar echo signal. 
In this paper only the co-polarized components of the lidar echo signal are analyzed.

The lidar optical unit was placed on the 8th deck of the R/V ‘Akademik Mstislav Keldysh’. The optical unit 
altitude is about 15 m above the water surface. Sensing angle θ = 20° from the vertical. The air section length of 
the sounding path H was about 16 meters. Simultaneously with the registration of lidar echo signals, navigation 
position data were recorded using signals from the GLONASS/GPS satellite navigation systems.

Lidar echo signals were recorded with a frequency of 1 Hz during the cruise. Measurements were carried 
out both during the stations and underway. At a ship speed of 10 knots, the measurement points were spatially 
discrete at approximately 5 meters apart. 

In addition to the lidar survey, a series of synchronized accompanying measurements were carried out. At 
the stations measurements of vertical profiles of the seawater beam attenuation coefficient c were carried out at 
a wavelength λ = 530 nm using a submersible transmissometer PUM-200 (developed at the Shirshov Institute 
of Oceanology RAS [16, 17]). The measurement accuracy of c is in the range of 0.050–1.0 m–1 is 0.005 m–1.  
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As the seawater beam attenuation coefficient increas-
es above 1 m–1, the influence of multiple scattering 
increases, which leads to an increase in the measure-
ment error. The assessment of the variability of the 
seawater beam attenuation coefficient in this range 
is qualitative.

Using the shipboard flow-through measuring 
complex (Shirshov Institute of Oceanology RAS), 
continuous measurements were carried out along 
the ship route [18]. The complex allows to measure 
seawater temperature T and specific electrical con-
ductivity, which is then converted into salinity S. 
The four-channel spectral flow-through fluorimeter 
included in the complex makes it possible to deter-
mine the fluorescence intensity of colored dissolved 
organic matter (CDOM) — ICDOM, induced by laser 
radiation with an excitation wavelength of 405 nm. 
Fluorescence intensity values are converted to Ra-
man units (R.U.) by normalizing the fluorescence 
peak to the Raman peak of water molecules. The complex also includes a universal transmissometer PUM-A 
for determining the seawater beam attenuation coefficient c values at a wavelength of 530 nm. The technical 
characteristics of PUM-A are similar to those of PUM-200 given above. The water intake depth is 2–3 m. The 
spatial resolution of the data is about 50 m. The measured data were referenced using signals from the GPS 
satellite navigation system.

2.2. Research area

The work was carried out as part of the 1st stage of the 89th cruise of the R/V ‘Akademik Mstislav Keldysh’ 
in the western part of the Kara Sea from September 5 to 19, 2022. The vessel route and station positions are 
shown in Figure 1.

2.3. Lidar data processing method

Following the lidar equation, the lidar attenuation coefficient α(z) describes the exponential weakening of 
the echo signal [1]:
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where Z and H are the lengths of the underwater and above-water sections of the sounding path, cw is the speed of 
light in sea water, n is the refractive index of sea water, α(Z) is the attenuation index of the lidar echo signal, β(π, Z) 
is the vertical profile of the volum scattering function taken at the scattering angle 180°, P0 the power of an initial 
laser pulse, A is the size of the receiving aperture, TO is the transmittance of the receiving system, r ≈ 0.02 is the 
Fresnel reflection coefficient. The true depth z can be calculated from Z taking into account the sounding angle θ.

In general, it depends on the vertical distribution of near-surface layer hydrooptical characteristics. De-
pending on the profiling geometry, the α values vary from Kd to c; this means the Kd value corresponding to 
the position of the sun at the zenith and if there were no atmosphere [11]. In the case of uniform waters, α is a 
constant value. To determine α, a standard approach based on the use of lidar echo signal approximations by a 
function, which form follows from the lidar equation, was used [5, 19]. The echo signal section corresponding 
to a depth range from 4 to 8 m was used for determining α. The layer above 4 m is subject to strong influence 
of surface waves. In many cases, variability in hydrooptical characteristics is observed at depths below 8–10 m. 

Fig. 1. The vessel route and the station positions of the 1st stage 
of the 89th cruise of the R/V ‘Akademik Mstislav Keldysh’ in 

the Kara Sea
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Examples of co-polarized lidar echo signals and corresponding approximating functions are shown in Figure 2. 
All measurements were carried out in the linear mode of the PMT. To prevent saturation, the high-voltage 
supply of the PMT was adjusted. Figures 2, a and b show waters of varying transparency, uniform in depth in 
a layer from the surface to 10 m. Figure 2, a illustrates the case of the high transparency waters in which the 
single scattering model works and the lidar attenuation coefficient α is close to the seawater beam attenuation 
coefficient c. Figure 2, b illustrates the case of the high value of the scattering coefficient in which the effective 
radiation pattern of the receiver becomes wide and α is close to the diffuse attenuation coefficient Kd. 

The variance value of the seawater beam attenuation coefficient was used as a criterion for the vertical 
distribution homogeneity in a layer from 0 to 10 m. At the station 7453 (Figure 2, a) the dispersion value of c 
was 6 · 10–6 m–2, at the station 7433 (Figure 2, b) it was 5 · 10–6 m–2. Figure 2, c shows the lidar echo signal 
corresponding to the inhomogeneous layer at a depth of 0 to 10 m. The variance value of c at this station was  
2 · 10–3 m–2. In this case the lidar echo signal has a more complex form. It requires the use of several approxi-
mations to describe it. In this regard, for further analysis only those stations were used where layer at a depth of 
0 to 10 m was homogeneous in terms of a variance value of less than 10–5 m–2.

When processing lidar survey data, the α value for each recorded lidar echo signal was determined. At stations, 
which duration ranged from 1 to 3 hours, all obtained values of α were averaged (from 3 to 11 thousand soundings), 
which made it possible to reduce the influence of random measurement errors. The constancy of the hydrooptical 
characteristics at the stations was monitored by the form of the lidar echo signal and the absence of significant 
variability in α over time. Measurement data obtained underway were averaged over the results of 100 soundings 
(spatial averaging interval was about 500 m) to reduce the influence of the vessel pitching, waves and foam.

а)   b)

c)

Fig. 2. Examples of lidar echo signals and approximat-
ing functions: a – station 7453, 09.12.2022, c = 0.2 m–1;  
b – station 7433, 09.09.2022 c = 1.1 m–1; c – station 7461, 
09.13.2022, inhomogeneous distribution of the seawater 
beam attenuation coefficient values: с = 1.2 m–1 at the 

surface and с = 0.7 m–1 at a depth of 10 m
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3. Results and discussion

The lidar survey was carried out both at stations and along the vessel route for about 270 hours. A uniform 
depth distribution of the seawater beam attenuation coefficient c in the upper layer at depths from the surface up 
to 10 m at 27 stations on different sections of the route was recorded. For each of these stations, the average value 
of the lidar attenuation coefficient α and the standard deviation of the measured value were calculated. The distri-
butions of α and c values measured at stations along the vessel route are presented in Figure 3. The measurement 
range of c was from 0.17 m–1 to 1.1 m–1. There are a good agreement in the type of distributions and coincidences 
in the position of distribution features, local maxima, minima and frontal zones. The resulting set of pairs of val-
ues α and c makes it possible to further carry out their statistical analysis to establish regression relationships. The 
given distribution α contains information about the spatial distribution of hydrooptical characteristics and can be 
successfully used to carry out remote measurements of these characteristics using the lidar method.

An example of the measurement results carried out underway is shown in Figure 4. This figure depicts the 
section of the track from the Kara Gate Strait to Baydaratskaya Bay, conducted on September 8, 2022, between 
the stations 7430 and 7431. Comparison of the spatial distributions of α and c, measured by the flow-through 
complex along the vessel route are shown in Figure 4, a. The corresponding distributions of salinity S, tem-
perature T and CDOM fluorescence intensity ICDOM, also measured with the flow-through complex, are shown 
in Figure 4, b. The type of variability of α is in good agreement with the type of other distributions variability. 
The distribution of the lidar attenuation coefficient α effectively determines the position of the fronts. It should 
be noted the section shows a negative correlation between the distributions of S and ICDOM. This indicates the 
section is located in the zone of influence of the river runoff [12, 13].

a)

b)

Fig. 3. Distributions of α and c values measured at stations along the vessel’s route
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4. Conclusion

A lidar survey of the western part of the Kara Sea was conducted using shipborne polarization lidar 
PLD-1. Analysis of the obtained data showed a high similarity in the distributions of the lidar attenuation 
coefficient α and the seawater beam attenuation coefficient c. The spatial distributions of α, c, tempera-
ture, salinity, and CDOM fluorescence intensity were compared. A good agreement between the parame-
ters of the obtained distributions and the coincidence of the locations of various distribution features, local 
maxima, minima and frontal zones has been demonstrated.

A large array of lidar sounding data and synchronous accompanying measurements was obtained. This 
makes it possible to carry on further statistical analysis and establishment of regression relationships be-
tween hydrooptical characteristics and parameters of lidar echo signals. The presence of such relationships 
will give the opportunity to carry out quantitative measurements of hydrooptical characteristics by the lidar 
method using the PLD-1 lidar. As we continue our work, it will be of interest to analyze the cross-polarized 
lidar echo signal, which is formed mainly by multiply scattering.
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